
What is neighbourhood planning? 

Neighbourhood planning gives communities direct power to develop a 
shared vision for their neighbourhood and shape the development and 
growth of their local area. They are able to choose where they want 
new homes, shops and offices to be built, have their say on what 
those new buildings should look like and what infrastructure should be 
provided, and grant planning permission for the new buildings they 
want to see go ahead. Neighbourhood planning provides a powerful 
set of tools for local people to ensure that they get the right types of 
development for their community where the ambition of the 
neighbourhood is aligned with the strategic needs and priorities of the 
wider local area. Neighbourhood planning provides the opportunity for 
communities to set out a positive vision for how they want their 
community to develop over the next 10, 15, 20 years in ways that 
meet identified local need and make sense for local people. They can 
put in place planning policies that will help deliver that vision or grant 
planning permission for the development they want to see. 

A neighbourhood plan can also look at the community, the facilities in 
the community, the services and environment. 

Mutford’s Neighbourhood plan will give you an opportunity to share 
your views and suggestions about how we can sustain the Parish and 
its community over the next twenty years. 

It will help the District Council to support the Parish in achieving that 
sustainability and more importantly help the Parish Council to do its 
job in supporting, developing and fighting for those things that the 
residents have determined should be achieved in the future. 

What can communities use neighbourhood planning for? 

Local communities can choose to: 

 set planning policies through a neighbourhood plan that is used 
in determining planning applications. 

 grant planning permission through Neighbourhood Development 
Orders and Community Right to Build Orders for specific 
development which complies with the order. 



Neighbourhood planning is not a legal requirement but a right which 
communities in England can choose to use.  

What are the benefits to a community of developing a 
neighbourhood plan.? 
Neighbourhood planning enables communities to play a much 
stronger role in shaping the areas in which they live and work and in 
supporting new development proposals. This is because unlike the 
parish, village or town plans that communities may have prepared, a 
neighbourhood plan forms part of the development plan and sits 
alongside the Local Plan prepared by the local planning authority. 
Decisions on planning applications will be made using both the Local 
Plan and the neighbourhood plan, and any other material 
considerations. 

To help deliver their vision communities that take a proactive 
approach by drawing up a neighbourhood plan or Order and secure 
the consent of local people in a referendum, will benefit from 25% of 
the revenues from the Community Infrastructure Levy arising from the 
development that takes place in their area. 

Documentation produced in support of or in response to emerging 
neighbourhood plans, such as basic conditions statements, 
consultation statements, representations made during the pre-
examination publicity period and independent examiners’ reports, may 
also be of assistance to decision makers in their deliberations. 

Can a neighbourhood plan come forward before an up-to-date 
Local Plan is in place? 

Neighbourhood plans, when brought into force, become part of the 
development plan for the neighbourhood area. They can be 
developed before or at the same time as the local planning authority is 
producing its Local Plan. 

A draft neighbourhood plan or Order must be in general conformity 
with the strategic policies of the development plan in force if it is to 
meet the basic condition. Although a draft neighbourhood plan or 
Order is not tested against the policies in an emerging Local Plan the 
reasoning and evidence informing the Local Plan process is likely to 
be relevant to the consideration of the basic conditions against which 



a neighbourhood plan is tested. For example, up-to-date housing 
needs evidence is relevant to the question of whether a housing 
supply policy in a neighbourhood plan or Order contributes to the 
achievement of sustainable development. 


